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OVERVIEW

Strong Beginnings is a four-year program led by the University of Notre
Dame and partners using the L3 (lakay, lekòl, legliz / home, school, church)
model for learning and emotional support for vulnerable children, aged 3-8,
and their families. Increased investments in social and emotional learning
(SEL) and scaled-up innovative, early childhood development (ECD)
approaches are needed to prepare Haitian children for early grade, mother
tongue literacy (Haitian Creole and French). The ultimate goal is to equip
students with strong academic and SEL skills to become lifelong readers,
learners, and citizens by the end of 2nd grade.
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GOALS

KEY RESULTS

● A randomized control trial found that the pre-K SEL program had a statistically significant positive
impact on level 3 students’ SEL skills, such as managing stress or expressing empathy. A more
comprehensive curriculum will be evaluated in School Year 2023-24.

● Through the L3 learning lab, 516 caregivers learned childhood development, positive parenting, and
nutrition skills using local products. A “caregiver/parent ambassador” group and 91 parish and community
leaders learned ECD to deliver pre-birth child development and SEL sessions to their communities.

● Four Community Resource Centers serve 438 children to develop their competencies in literacy, numeracy,
and SEL outside of school.

● Data from a holistic L3 systems evaluation with in-depth open interviews identified L3 activities as the cause
of meaningful change to support whole child development for the children in the program. Two thirds of
parents taking the L3 training began using non-violent approaches to manage their children’s behavior at
home. These changes in child rearing have positive impacts on student learning outcomes.

● Learnings from the evaluation exercise led to expanding the ECD program to more communities with
a multi-year, pre-service training program for parish and community leaders in northern Haiti.

USAID works to build a stable and viable Haiti, and provides life-saving humanitarian assistance to Haiti’s most
vulnerable and hard-to-reach people. https://www.usaid.gov/haiti and follow @USAID/Haiti on X and Facebook.
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